ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. ARTICLE I.
Tobacco?its Effects upon the General Health, and its Influence upon the Teeth.
We have been induced to offer the present article as much to present some interesting facts which have recently appeared in treatises upon the subject, from which we shall borrow largely, as to advance the idea that it is in some cases preservative of the teeth.
We are no apologist for the filthy abuse in the use of the weed, but advocate the position of judging of it, according to its analytical qualities and their effects upon the system, not screening the great'social misdemeanor of which it is too often the disgusting evidence. Kingsley is nearly right when he says "man is a smoking animal," for it especially signalises him from all other animals, for about three centuries has it been gaining ground until all civilized nations use it extravagantly, and many of the uncivilized and barbarous do likewise. Physiology determines the use of this secretion to be two-fold, first, the moistening of food, and secondly, the conversion of farinaceous substances into sugar, and as this is so essential a feature in digestion, nature has supplied a reserve force in the pancreas, which has been determined by Kolliker perfection may be derived from the habits of using tobacco, and we therefore claim that it has rather a kindly and preservative influence upon the teeth.
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